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SUBMIT STORY IDEAS
Any news or story ideas for UCNS readers?
We would like to hear from you. Submit 
feedback regarding this issue and/or story 
ideas for future issues to the UCNS 
Executive Office. 

Managing Editor
Mary E. Post, CAE 
UCNS Executive Director

Tel: (651) 695-2750
Fax: (651) 361-4850
Email: mpost@ucns.org

The UCNS is sponsored by five parent 
organizations:

www.aan.com

www.aneuroa.org

Neurology, www.aupn.org

www.childneurologysociety.org

Professors of Child Neurology 
www.childneurologysociety.org
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The next UCNS accreditation application deadline is July 1, 2008, for Behavioral 
Neurology & Neuropsychiatry, Headache Medicine, Neurocritical Care, Neuroimaging, 
and Neuro-Oncology. Applications and payment must be received by the deadline 
to qualify for review and accreditation for the 2009 academic year. Applications can be 
downloaded from the UCNS website at www.ucns.org/accreditation/application.

For more information, contact Tracy King, Administrator of Accreditation, at  
tking@ucns.org or (651) 695-2816.

Accreditation News
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MISSION STATEMENT
The mission of the United Council 
for Neurologic Subspecialties is 
to provide for accreditation and 
certification with the goal of 
enhancing the quality of training 
for physicians in neurological 
subspecialties and the quality 
of patient care.
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May 5-6, 2008: Accreditation 
Council meeting to review 
accreditation applications 
for the 2008 academic year

May 15, 2008: Deadline for 
applications for the UCNS 
Behavioral Neurology & 
Neuropsychiatry certification 
exams taking place November 
10-14, 2008.

June 15, 2008: Deadline for 
applications for the UCNS 
Neurocritical Care certification 
exams taking place December 
8-12, 2008.

July 1, 2008: Deadline for 
applications for accreditation 
for review and accreditation 
for the 2009 academic year. 

July 7-11, 2008: Neuro-
Oncology certification 
examination
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The UCNS has redesigned its website, making it easy to find 
the latest information on each subspecialty. 

The new home page provides easy access to certification and 
accreditation information for each subspecialty member. The 
latest news is available both on the home page and within 
that subspecialty area. A new calendar allows users to track 
deadlines pertaining to them. The website also makes it easy 
to send comments or questions to the correct staff person. 

To see the new website, visit www.ucns.org.

Find Subspecialty Information 
Quickly with New Website

The UCNS has issued certificates to 60 
new diplomates in the subspecialty of 
Headache Medicine, 43 new diplomates in 
the subspecialty of Behavioral Neurology & 
Neuropsychiatry, and 91 new diplomates in 
the subspecialty of Neurocritical Care.

“This is another significant milestone for 
the UCNS,” said UCNS Chair Leslie A. 

diplomates and those who have helped 
develop the UCNS’s prestigious certification 
process that physicians are eager to take 
part in.”

A total of 60 physicians in Headache 
Medicine took the certification examination 
and 60 received certification, which 
resulted in a 100-percent pass rate. A total 
of 45 physicians in Behavioral Neurology 
& Neuropsychiatry took the certification 

examination and 43 received certification, 
which resulted in a 96-percent pass rate. 
The new diplomates took certification 
examinations in October 2007. A total 
of 111 physicians in Neurocritical Care 
took the certification examination and 91 
received certification, which resulted in an 
82-percent pass rate. The new diplomates 
took the examination in December 2007. 

The UCNS has now certified a total of 165 
diplomates in Headache Medicine and 
104 diplomates in Behavioral Neurology 
& Neuropsychiatry since certifications 
examinations in these two subspecialties 
were first offered in 2006. This was the first 
year for the Neurocritical Care examination.

For a full list of the new UCNS diplomates, 
visit www.ucns.org/certification/diplomates.

UCNS Certifies New Diplomates 

Accreditation Profile

UCNS: What prompted you/your program to seek UCNS 
accreditation?
BB: We sought accreditation to formalize the many facets of our 
training program, refine the educational aspects to be consistent 
with UCNS guidelines/suggestions (which were developed by a 
panel of experts and therefore deemed to be of high quality), and 
enhance recruitment of top-notch fellows.

UCNS: Why do you believe UCNS subspecialty program 
accreditation is important?
BB: Before UCNS accreditation, the various subspecialty programs 
“did their own thing” and frankly there was no good mechanism 
to learn from other programs what is good versus bad educational 
content, nor evaluation methods. The standardization that 
the UCNS accreditation process fosters makes training more 
comprehensive and consistent, thereby improving patient care by 
all of the graduates of the UCNS-accredited programs.

UCNS: The UCNS provides accreditation with the goal of 
enhancing the quality of training for physicians in neurological 

subspecialties and the quality of patient care. Do you feel the 
UCNS is achieving this goal and can you describe how UCNS 
accreditation has impacted your program?
BB: While it is difficult to measure the effectiveness of the UCNS 
across all accredited programs, it is hard to imagine any program that 
has not improved the quality of training and quality of patient care. 
UCNS accreditation has led to many changes in our educational 
content and methods, and in the evaluation methods, and our 
institution clearly views our program more highly since we obtained 
accreditation. Fellowship candidates are seeking out programs that 
are UCNS accredited too.

UCNS: Have you seen an increase in interest in your subspecialty 
program since becoming UCNS accredited? 
BB: Definitely yes.

UCNS: Do you believe UCNS accreditation will increase the 
recognition of your subspecialty?
BB: Yes. 

Bradley Boeve, MD, is the program director for the Behavioral Neurology & Neuropsychiatry fellowship program at the Mayo Clinic in 
Rochester, MN. The program received UCNS accreditation starting July 1, 2006.

UCNS Accredits Additional Behavioral 
Neurology & Neuropsychiatry and 
Headache Medicine Programs:
Congratulations to the following Behavioral Neurology & Neuropsychiatry and 
Headache Medicine programs that have received accreditation from the UCNS 
beginning July 2008:

Behavioral Neurology & Neuropsychiatry:
University of Arizona  /  Fellowship Director: Geoffrey L. Ahern, MD, PhD

University of Massachusetts  /  Fellowship Director: Sheldon Benjamin, MD

Headache Medicine:
Roosevelt Hospital Center  /  Fellowship Director:  Lawrence C. Newman, MD

For a complete listing of UCNS-accredited programs, access the UCNS Fellowship 
Directory at www.ucns.org
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